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 INTRODUCTION 
 
 
National Park Service professionals are dedicated to their fundamental mission as protectors of our resources for future generations, archivists of 
the nation's history, and providers of educational and leisure time opportunities.  Timely, reliable, and useful information is fundamental to effective 
management and planning. 
 
The Public Use Statistics Office acknowledges the conscientious efforts of field staff of the many areas of the NPS.  Without the effort of park staff 
to count, record, and report the public use summarized here, a statistical report of this quality would not be possible.  A program of collecting and 
analyzing monthly public use is combined with continuous auditing of park counting procedures to ensure consistency and accuracy of data.  The 
footnotes at the end of this report describe conditions at parks which may require important adjustments for certain applications of these data.   
 
1998 Recreation Visits:  The percentage increase from 1997 to 1998 reflects major changes in the method of counting public use at many units in 
the National Capital Region.  The result is a higher annual percentage change for the NPS than would have occurred.  Without the increase in the 
National Capital Region, the NPS would have experienced a 0.07% increase.   Because of the changes in counting procedures, the national 
visitation should be viewed as more of an adjustment and not as an actual increase in visitation.  Visitation trends will have more value when 
compared on an individual park or regional basis. 
 
Comments or requests for additional public use information should be addressed to:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Public Use Statistics Office, WASO-TNT 
 National Park Service 
 12795 W. Alameda Parkway 
 P. O. Box 25287 
 Denver, Colorado 
 80225-0287 
 Telephone:  (303) 987-6957 
 Web Page:  www2.nature.nps.gov/stats 
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